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2019
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LA(H)B Laboratory of Architecture for Healthcare Barcelona 
has created an intensive master’s degree focused on research 
into the most innovative ideas emerging in healthcare 
architecture. 

Directed by the prestigious architect Mario Corea Healthcare 
Architecture for Now and the Future is accredited by the 
Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya (UPC) and the Escola Sert of 
the Col·legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC). 

LA(H)B: OUR VISION 

The LA(H)B is a platform for researching, developing and applying new 
concepts in the field of healthcare architecture. It is an academic and 
professional space for investigating new responses to the architectural 
and technological requirements of contemporary and future healthcare 
facilities.

LA(H)B is based in Barcelona, a city internationally known for the quality 
of its architecture. The widely acclaimed Catalan healthcare model has 
produced a significant number of specialists in this field, many of whom 
lend their experience to this innovative academic program as course 
instructors and lecturers.

One of the principal projects of the LA(H)B since its creation in 2015 has 
been a postgraduate course entitled Hospital Architecture for the 21st 
Century. The master’s degree Healthcare Architecture for Now and the 
Future is a development of the postgraduate course, which increases the 
scope of research into new healthcare models.



MASTER’S DEGREE
HEALTHCARE
ARCHITECTURE 
FOR NOW
AND THE FUTURE

Small groups, highly qualified teachers, classes and 
workshops complemented with a project thesis, are some of 
the characteristics that define this intensive master’s degree, 
which provides the knowledge to develop high-quality 
healthcare projects in all their complexity.

The master consists of two parts. The first part is the existing postgraduate 
course that will take place from September 2 to October 31, 2019 in 
which the students design a medium-complexity hospital of 20,000 m², 
complemented by theoretical and technical classes, and visits to landmark 
hospitals and healthcare centers built in Catalonia during the last 30 years.

The second part of the master’s degree, from November 4 to December 
20, 2019, will be focused on research into innovative solutions to 
new functional programs and new responses to the challenges of the 
fast changing healthcare industry. Issues such as new typologies, 
sustainability, energy efficiency and adaptation to new technologies will be 
explored.

Once the two parts have been completed in-person in Barcelona, each 
student will develop a project thesis to be submitted in July 2020 and 
presented in September 2020. The tutorials, corrections and presentation 
of the project thesis may be realized in person or online, as well as via 
video conference.



ACADEMIC
PROGRAM
Part I

Master: Healthcare Architecture for Now & the Future
Part I: Hospital Architecture for the 21st Century
Dates: from September 2 to October 31, 2019

Classes
The classes are taught by specialized course instructors with the 
objective of developing the theoretical and technical background that 
facilitates understanding of the diverse aspects involved in healthcare 
design.

Schedule: Monday - Thursday
10:00 - 14:00

Workshop
The focus is on the interrelations between the technological systems and 
the spatial and architectural qualities in hospital design.

In the workshop, each student will develop a project of a hospital of 
medium complexity hospital of 20.000 m².

Schedule: Monday - Thursday
16:00 - 20:00

Site visits
Numerous visits are made to emblematic hospitals and healthcare centers 
in Catalunya. These visits are guided by the project architects and 
provide a comprehensive vision of the specific functions of each project.

Schedule: Friday
10:00 - 18:00



Part II

ACADEMIC
PROGRAM

Master: Healthcare Architecture for Now & the Future
Part II: Investigation & Innovation in Healthcare Architecture
Dates: November 4 to December 20, 2019

Classes
The classes are an opportunity for the students to learn about research 
methodology as well as the specific subjects and issues related to each 
research project.

Schedule: Monday - Thursday
10:00 - 14:00

Workshop
The preliminary design for the research project of each student will be 
developed in the workshop with the guidance of the course instructors.

Schedule: Monday - Thursday
16:00 - 20:00

Site Visits
The visits to hospitals and healthcare centers will be oriented to the 
research of each student.

Schedule: Friday
10:00 - 18:00

Project Thesis
During the second part of the program, the students will present the 
preliminary project thesis, which will be supervised afterwards by the 
course instructors in person or via video conference. The submission 
of the final project thesis will be in July 2020, and the presentation in 
September 2020, both can be in person or online, as well as via video 
conference.



ENROLLMENT 
AND DIPLOMAS

Master: Healthcare Architecture for Now and the Future*
Duration in Barcelona: 4 months
September 2 - December 20, 2019
    +
Project thesis: presented in person or via video conference
Submission of the project thesis: July 2020
Presentation of the project thesis: September 2020

Master 60 ECTS (1500 horas) 

Master’s degree accredited by the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya 
(UPC) and the Escola Sert of the Col·legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya 
(COAC). At the end of the course, two master’s degrees will be awarded, 
one corresponding to each institution.

Cost master: € 10,600 

*First part: Postgraduate Course

The option of studying only the first part of the master is possible by 
enrolling in the first part, the postgraduate course Hospital Architecture 
for the 21st Century.

Cost (option postgraduate course): € 6,100



REQUIREMENTS 
ENROLLMENT

•   Degree in architecture 
Students coming from countries that are not part of the European Union 
must have their university degrees legalized and officially translated into 
Spanish if necessary. 

•   Curriculum Vitae
Applicants need to send a brief CV highlighting their most relevant 
academic and professional experience.
Previous experience in healthcare design is not necessary.

•   Languages 
A good knowledge of Spanish and English is necessary, since the course 
will be taught in both languages.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

www.lahbcn.com

hospital@mariocorea.com


